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3522	Athletes 11,362	Visitors

Kyle	Brown	
Farmington,	Utah



75%
First	time	visitors

From	outside	of	
Washington	Co.

97%

Lauren	Parker	
Australia







$18	million
Economic	Impact



79%

for	the	2022	
IRONMAN	70.3	
World	Championship

Want	to	
return



96	%
of	participants	would	
recommend	St.	George	
to	other	athletes



Oldest:	84	
Youngest:	18	
Utah:	103	
WashCo:	12



87	Countries	
• USA	
• Mexico	
• Canada	
• Columbia	
• Equador	

50	States	
• California	
• Florida	
• Texas	
• Colorado	
• New	York























I wanted to tell you that St George has the greatest hospitality of any race I’ve been to with Ironman - 
(17+ full Ironman‘s  & 30+ 1/2 ironman’s)

The entire town and neighboring communities in Washington County really know how to make you feel 
welcome and appreciated.



A	life	of	it’s	own
Iconic Places

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkaMsbh_jts

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkaMsbh_jts


Announced	

Thursday	
September	23rd



May	7,	2022



“St.	George	has	proven	itself	time	and	again	to	be	a	world	class	
venue,	where	Champions	choose	to	rise	to	the	challenge,	in	the	
Land	of	Endurance.	

As	a	result,	it	is	with	great	excitement	that	we	let	you	know	that	
the	IRONMAN	St.	George	event	on	May	7,	2022	will	now	become	
the	2021	edition	of	the	IRONMAN	World	Championship.”





2021	IRONMAN	70.3	World	Championship

1	Day	Race Combine	Men	&	Women

Saturday,	September	18,	2021

2022	IRONMAN	70.3	World	Championship

Friday,	October	28,	2022
Saturday,	October	29,	2022

2021	IRONMAN	World	Championship
Saturday,	May	7,	2022

2022	IRONMAN	North	American	Championship
Saturday,	May	7,	2022



How	did	we	get	here?



“A poor and worthless place.” 
- Parley P. Pratt 

G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Historically there wasn’t a tourism component



“Ever since this country was settled, people 

have been occupied almost exclusively 

with wresting a living from the soil and 

getting a toehold economically.” 
- Orval Hafen, early 1900s 

G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Orval Hafen



“Instead of the isolated little farms and cattle 

ranches, we may be in the midst of a 

recreational center, which will entirely change 

our attitudes, our outlook, our associations, 

our opportunities…. Pine Valley mountain, 

Zion Park, Bryce, Grand Canyon, and more 

parks to be created around us, will draw 

millions of people in the next few years.”  
- Orval Hafen, 1930s

G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Early vision



“Our reasons for building a golf course are 

mostly to attract people from outside to come 

here and spend their money.” 
- Orval Hafen

G R E AT E R  Z I O N

It wasn’t for the locals…



19871977 1978





G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Economic impacts of tourism

$600m Direct Spending by Visitors

8,900 Jobs Created

$220m Labor Income for County Residents

$11m State Income Tax

$25m Sale Tax

$732m Total Output for Businesses

$379m Value Added Economic Activity (providers for tourism businesses)

A P P L I E D  A N A LY S I S  I M PA C T  S T U D Y  -  2 0 1 9



G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Why it works
A P P L I E D  A N A LY S I S  I M PA C T  S T U D Y  -  2 0 1 9



G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Additional Benefits
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E

=  $9m  (2019)



G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Additional Benefits
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E

TRT Spending 
• Tax Advisory Board 
• County Commission



G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Additional Benefits

At least 47% must be 
spent for for marketing

T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E



G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Additional Benefits
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E

53%  can be used for 
tourism facilities 

• Convention Center 
• Tuacahn 
• Trails 
• Parks



G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Household Tax Relief
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E



T I T L E  T E X T

Has COVID caused an explosion of tourism? 



In 2 months
• $1.5m in TRT lost
• $35m in economic impact

Immediate Impacts of the Pandemic





Despite losing
• International Travel
• Meetings & Conventions
• Entertainment
• Major Sports

Record Setting Revenue















2019	Domestic	Visitor	Spending	
Nearly	$1	Billion	Annually



2019	International	Visitor	Spending	
Nearly	$28	Million	Annually



2022	Forecast	
• Regional	visitation	will	decline	as	other	
destinations	open	up	

• 2	World	Championships	
• Return	of	International	Visitors	
• Return	of	Meetings	&	Conventions



Branding	&	Promotion
Sara Crowley

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CT7fQZKNgIa/?utm_medium=copy_link

https://www.instagram.com/tv/CT7fQZKNgIa/?utm_medium=copy_link

