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Economic impacts of tourism

$600m Direct Spending by Visitors

8,900 Jobs Created

$220m Labor Income for County Residents

$11m State Income Tax

$25m Sale Tax

$732m Total Output for Businesses

$379m Value Added Economic Activity (providers for tourism businesses)
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Why it works
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Additional Benefits
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E

=  $9m  (2019)
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Additional Benefits
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E

TRT Spending 
• Tax Advisory Board 
• County Commission
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Additional Benefits

47% for marketing

T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E
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Additional Benefits
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E

53% for tourism facilities 
• Convention Center 
• Tuacahn 
• Trails 
• Parks
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Household Tax Relief
T R A N S I E N T  R O O M  TA X  R E V E N U E



In 2 months
• $1.5m in TRT lost
• $35m in economic impact

Pandemic Impacts
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In the Press
• New York Times 

• Newsweek 

• Readers Digest 

• Travel & Leisure 

• Forbes

• Record Social Media #s (up 500% from Oct.) 

• Highest performing post in 2 years (5x higher) 

• YouTube Video Views (1600 viewed 6 minutes)

Social Media

Total Reach
4.4 billion!
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Despite losing
• International Travel
• Meetings & Conventions
• Entertainment
• Major Sports

Record Setting Revenue



“A poor and worthless place.” 

- Parley P. Pratt 

G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Historically there wasn’t a tourism component



“Ever since this country was settled, people 

have been occupied almost exclusively 

with wresting a living from the soil and 

getting a toehold economically.” 

- Orval Hafen, early 1900s 

G R E AT E R  Z I O N

Orval Hafen



“Instead of the isolated little farms and cattle 

ranches, we may be in the midst of a 

recreational center, which will entirely change 

our attitudes, our outlook, our associations, 

our opportunities…. Pine Valley mountain, 

Zion Park, Bryce, Grand Canyon, and more 

parks to be created around us, will draw 

millions of people in the next few years.”  

- Orval Hafen, 1930s
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Early vision



“Our reasons for building a golf course are 

mostly to attract people from outside to come 

here and spend their money.” 

- Orval Hafen

G R E AT E R  Z I O N

It wasn’t for the locals…



In 2 months 
• $1.5m in TRT lost 
• $35m in economic impact

Results


